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This is to help outline the main standard of behaviour in and around the Dojang and fellow students. 

Movewell Taekwondo Additional Etiquette Guidance 
1. When there are two classes in progress always walk around the outside of the hall to avoid walking through 

the other class i.e. to get a drink, speak to the senior instructors, getting your license signed 
 

2. Always be courteous to fellow students, parents, senior grades and visitors to the Dojang, examples include: 
a. Holding the Dojang door open for someone 
b. Saying hello to the students, parents and visitors 
c. Students, assistants and instructors should greet each other with sir or ma’am in the Dojang 
d. Saying hello to the senior grades in the class 
e. When asking a question stand in attention stance and finish the question with sir or ma’am, once the 

question is answered bow and say thank your sir/ma’am 
f. Thank any senior grades or students that have taught you 

 
3. When presenting your license book to your instructor for signing hold it with both hands and bow  

 
4. At the end of a class after the Instructor has dismissed all students take 4 steps backwards before turning your 

back on the instructor. Turning your back immediately is seen as disrespectful 
 
5. During class always stay in your last position or last move until the instructor gives the next command such as 

the end of a pattern or then end of a fitness exercise 
 
6. Shaking hands is another way to greet a fellow student but is generally used when being greeted, thanked or 

awarded by a senior grade. The correct way is to offer your right hand for shaking and to put your left 
fingertips under your right elbow 

 
7. If the instructors presents or give you anything it is polite to receive the item with both hands 
 
8. Always bow in and out of the Dojang 
 
9. When you arrive at the Dojang and greet all of your friend and fellow students it is polite to bow to the senior 

grades and instructors 
 
10. If you are sat or stood in a group whilst the instructor talking stand up straight or sit up straight and don’t 

slouch. Sitting cross legged or hands behind the back or in front is appropriate 
 
11. Club training t-shirts can only be worn in your home. If you visit another school wear your Dobok 
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12. All students should ensure that their belt is tied before joining the lines in a formal class 
 
13. If a belt, or dobok, needs to be adjusted or tied, students should wait for a suitable break in training before 

turning away from the class instructor and adjusting their uniform or belt 
 

14. Arrive at class 10 minutes early. If you join the class after the class salutation, you should wait at the side of 
the front line, wait for the instructor to acknowledge you, bow when approached by the instructor, apologise 
for your late arrival, upon which, the instructor will allow/or not allow you to join the class.  You will usually be 
asked to join the back line, and may be instructed to find your correct position at a later time. 

 
15. Students are not allowed to leave the class lines without the permission of the instructor 
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16. If a student has to leave before the end of the class, they must seek the permission of the instructor prior to 

the commencement of the class 
 
17. Students wishing to train at another dojang for additional training should seek permission of their instructor 

prior to visiting. 
 
18. Students, who are visiting a different dojang, should ask the instructors permission to train in that School prior 

to joining the lines. 
 

19. If a student needs to exit while the class is lined up, moving straight back or forward through the lines are not 
permitted. They should exit from either side of their line, then proceed forward or back at the side of the class 

 
20. Students should line up in grade order, senior grade to the right, unless otherwise instructed. 
 
21. While performing patterns, if there is not enough space for both students to continue, the lower grade student 

should always give way to the higher graded student.  
 
22. When forming class lines, the higher graded student should always stand to the right.  If they are the same 

grade then the student who graded to that level first should stand to the right. However, it is courteous when 
visiting another School, to let the students of that School who are the same grade as the visiting student, line 
up to the right first. 

 
23. If the instructor asks the students to move to the back of the class and wait until they are called back to the 

dojang floor, students should be aware that they are still in the class and behave accordingly. 
   
24. While training in the dojang, students should try and concentrate on the task at hand and not get involved with 

idle chatter.  Focus and concentration should be maintained at all times. 
 
25. All students should wear a clean, ironed dobok/training T-shirt, to every class.  
 
26. Dressing and undressing in the dojang is not permitted.  If students need to remove any part of their dobok 

during class for any reason they should ask permission to leave the dojang. 
 
27.  It is seen as bad etiquette for students who are training in a class to talk to a student/person who is not in the 

class, while the class is in progress. 
 
28. Students should not teach another student, unless they have been asked to do so by the School instructor, or 

have asked permission from the School instructor.  
 
29. It is not permitted to talk to a student or teach a student from the side of the class if you’re not in the class 

and also if you have not had permission from the School instructor. 
 
30. If for any reason the School instructor is not present, once the start of the class time has arrived, the next 

highest graded student (insured student) should start the class.  
 
31. No jewellery should be worn when training.  If it is not possible to remove jewellery, it should be suitably 

covered. 
 
32. No announcements should be made at the start or end of the class without prior knowledge and permission 

from the School instructor. 


